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Pre Breeding Ram Examinations 

The tup sales part of the 2016 calendar has crept up on us. Do you need to go and purchase one, two or several? We would recommend 

that you inspect all your stock rams at this time of year, to ensure they are fit for purpose. An alliteration for the pre tupping inspection 

is the 4 ‘T’s’ - teeth, tone, toes and testicles. A summary of our preliminary fertility check follows: 
  

We can carry out flock visits to check all your tups or we hold clinics at the surgery where a vet is available for part of the day so you 

can bring tups down and we will do a fertility check for you. During these checks we can examine several tups in a short period of time 

so it is a very cost effective way of maximising your tupping power. We will do semen analysis on any tups we have any doubt about 

after this preliminary examination. Alternatively, you can go through your tups and present us with any which you have concerns 

about. 
  

The  4 T’s of Tupping time: 
 

Teeth - An examination of the teeth and mouth cavity to check for broken mouths and overgrown molars is valuable to ensure that 

your tup is going to be able to eat efficiently enough to get to achieve the second T – tone. 
 

Tone  - The T word used to describe the body condition of the tup. To maximise his fertility a tup should be BCS 3.5-4 at tupping. He 

will lose 2 condition scores during tupping time so he should be fit going into tupping. Ideally you feed him over 6 weeks pre-tupping 

to reach his ideal BCS and supplement him daily during tupping time. Tups that are good show condition at sale and are used soon 

after purchase have a notorious reputation for poor fertility. 

Conditions that can affect the ability to gain weight satisfactorily pre tupping include: 

 PGE (worms) 

 Tups are more susceptible than ewes. Consider a WEC or dosing thin tups  

 Fluke 

 A fluke dose for all tups 6 weeks pre tupping is recommended 

 Wasting diseases such as Johnes, Caseous Lymphadenitis (CLA), Jaagsiekte (OPA) or Maedi Visna (MV) 

  Let a vet examine any tups that haven't thriven as they should during the summer if there isn’t an obvious cause 
 

Toes - The examination should include the feet, legs, back and whole gait of the tup. A lame tup is not going to be able to serve ewes 

to his full potential. 
 

Testicles - The testicles, scrotum, sheath and penis should all be inspected for abnormalities. 

The size and consistency of the testicles tell us a lot about the fertility of the tup. There is a minimum scrotal size we accept tups 

should reach when they are in the breeding season. The testes should be the same size and have no lumps or bumps within the tissue 

and be freely mobile within the scrotum. The penis and sheath should show no signs of scarring or infection.  
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Isolation Protocols of Purchased Tups 
 
Isolation of purchased sheep (both male and female) from the main group is something that we would always 
recommend to prevent introducing disease to the rest of the flock.  They are best housed or put in a paddock 
that is stock proof and 5 metres or more from other stock for at least 21 days. This gives you time to treat them 
with recommended worming and fluke doses and time for many signs of disease they may be carrying to      
become apparent.  
 
Isolation Worm Protocol: 
 Dose sequentially with monepantel (Zolvix) and  a 3-ML drench (Cydectin, Noromectin). Keep on a yard 

overnight so all resistant worms in the purchased sheep are not passed onto the pasture. 
 Turn out onto a worm contaminated pasture i.e. one that has been recently grazed with lambs and ewes. 
 
Isolation Fluke Protocol: 
 The quarantine protocols for fluke varies with the snail and fluke levels on the farm. In our area we all 

have a fluke risk. The aim is to stop resistant fluke being established on our farm from purchased stock. 
 Treat with 2 products a few weeks apart. A sensible choice would be Triclabendazole (e.g. Endofluke) 

first then closantel (e.g. Flukiver) 6 weeks later. 
 Sheep can pass eggs for 3 weeks after adult fluke are killed. It is ideal that sheep are kept on quarantine 

pastures or pastures with no snail habitat until 4 weeks after the second fluke dose. 
 

Infectious Lameness Isolation: 
 The feet and gait of all sheep in isolation should be checked as a priority. Any lame sheep should be    

injected with  long acting oxytetracycline at 1ml/10kgs. 
 Footbathing in antibiotics or using antibiotic impregnated mats in the isolation area is well worth          

considering. 

Liver Fluke—What is the risk this autumn? 
 

NADIS issue a parasite forecast each year to predict the likely incidence of liver fluke infection based on 

summer temperatures and rainfalls. To quote from their September 2016 parasite forecast: 
 

‘This year summer weather conditions have been such that the risk of liver fluke disease is 

likely to be high in Scotland and North West England and broadly similar to the challenge 

faced in 2015. The risk of liver fluke disease in 2016 may indeed be higher because it follows a 

year where there was a high prevalence of liver fluke disease leading to pasture contamination 

with eggs last winter which will have developed through the intermediate snail stage this 

summer to infest sheep in the autumn.’ 
 

The full NADIS parasite forecast can be viewed on our website at 

www.daleheadvetgroup.co.uk. 
 

If fluking sheep prior to tupping it is important to use a product effective against 

immature flukes (e.g. Triclabendazole based such as Endofluke or Closantel based 

such as Flukiver). For more information on fluke control, please contact the surgery. 

 



FOOTROT VACCINATION OF EWES 
 

Lameness is one of the most important health and welfare issues facing sheep farmers.  Footrot is thought to 
be involved in up to 80% of lameness cases, and many flocks will have over 5% of sheep limping at any one 
time. 
 
Footvax is a highly effective footrot vaccine which can be a very important part of 
any lameness control programme. Many farmers vaccinate ewes with a single dose 
of Footvax at this time of year to provide protection before the period of  anticipated 
risk during the winter months.  Rams will also benefit from being vaccinated but this 
should ideally be done at least 6 weeks prior to tupping. 
 
Footvax is available in 20, 50 and 250 dose bottles and the manufacturers are     
offering an additional discount on vaccine purchased in September. To find 
out more about lameness control in sheep or for more information about Footvax or for a quote please visit 
our website (under Fact sheets and Presentations) or speak to one of the Farm Vets. 

ON FARM BUILDING DESIGN & VENTILATION MEETING 
 

On Tuesday the 4th October 2016 we shall be holding an on farm meeting to discuss building design and 
ventilation control in cattle buildings as well as pneumonia vaccination protocols. Our guest speaker is Jamie 
Robertson from Aberdeen University who is extremely practical in his approach to optimising ventilation in 
cattle sheds and is highly recommended. The meeting is sponsored by Hipra who have recently launched a 
totally new bacterial pneumonia vaccine Hiprabovis Somni.   
 

The meeting will take place at Wycongill Farm, Bolton by Bowland by kind permission of Messrs Malcolm 
and Stephen Leeming from 11am to 2pm with lunch provided and will be of relevance to both dairy and beef 
farmers. To book a place please contact the surgery before  Monday 3rd October on 01729 823538. 

Showtime! 
We will be at Hodder Valley Show on Saturday 10th September. Our theme for 

the shows this year has been ‘Dogs in the Countryside’ promoting  responsible 

dog ownership. We are hoping to raise awareness with dog owners that their dogs 

can cause damage and disease in livestock when running through fields where 

livestock are grazing or leaving dog faeces in pastures and meadows. We have 

had signs made up that you can put on your gates on footpaths to help  educate 

the dog owning public with regard to some of the issues and we are  giving them 

away free of charge at this year’s shows. Come and visit us on      Saturday to col-

lect yours, have a brew and a biscuit or a pie and a pint! 

For your opportunity to win a Kindle Fire, with 7 inch display, WIFI and 8GB just send 

your email address to us at info@daleheadvetgroup.co.uk, ‘like’ our farm Facebook 

page or complete one of the entry forms available at Hodder Valley Show. The lucky 

winner will be drawn at random and informed on Monday 12th September 2016. 

Collect your free signs from the        

surgery while stocks last!  
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Calf Pneumonia Vaccines 
Bovine respiratory disease (BRD) is one of the major causes of economic loss to the cattle industry—an outbreak of 

pneumonia often affecting a large proportion of the group and easily costing over £100 per affected animal. In the short 

term pneumonia can lead to increased veterinary and labour costs as well as occasional deaths. The longer term impact is 

usually even more costly as the inevitable permanent lung damage that occurs in those calves which apparently seem to 

recover leads to poorer growth rates and delayed finishing times in suckler calves and delays in age at first service and 

future milk yields in dairy replacements. Even calves which appear to have relatively mild respiratory symptoms such as 

a cough or runny nose are likely to suffer from reduced performance in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The peak risk period for pneumonia outbreaks in suckler calves is in the autumn when a combination of housed calves 

which have often been recently weaned combined with a period of warm, still, damp weather resulting in high humidity 

in the buildings creates an ideal environment for pneumonia causing viruses and bacteria to multiply and spread. 

As with many diseases, prevention is better than cure and every effort should be made to prevent pneumonia from   oc-

curring rather than having to treat it when animals show symptoms. While good housing and husbandry are essential to 

prevent respiratory disease (come to our meeting on 4th October to find out more!), vaccination is an important part of 

any control plan. 
 

Rispoval 4 is a vaccine giving protection against three of the viruses that most commonly contribute to the calf 

pneumonia disease complex, RSV, IBR and PI3, as well as protecting calves against the immunosuppressive 

effect BVD virus.  In calves over three months of age, two doses of vaccine are required three to four weeks 

apart, the full immunity developing approximately two weeks after the second injection.  This vaccine is ideally 

suited to spring born suckler calves before housing in the autumn. 
 

Rispoval Intranasal—Is a single dose vaccine administered to calves from nine days of age giving protection 

against the two most common pneumonia causing viruses of young calves, RSV and PI3.  It is ideally suited for 

young suckler calves at housing or for dairy calves on farms where respiratory disease is seen in calves less than 

one month of age.  It can be administered to bought in calves to provide a rapid immunity and can be given at the 

same time as an intranasal IBR vaccine. This year Rispoval Intranasal is available in single doses as well as 

the traditional five dose bottle. 
 Bovipast RSP 

 As well as protecting against RSV and PI3, Bovipast also protects against the most common bacterial cause of         

 pneumonia, Pasteurella (mannheimia) haemolytica. Vaccination consists of two injections approximately four 

 weeks apart with the first dose being given from two weeks of age. 
 

Hiprabovis Somni 
Hiprabovis Somni is a new vaccine which protects against the two most important bacterial causes of          pneu-

monia, Pasteurella (mannheimia) haemolytica and histophilus somni. Two doses of vaccine are required approxi-

mately three weeks apart for calves over two months of age.  Trials have demonstrated a 50% reduction in the 

number of calves showing clinical signs of pneumonia in vaccinated calves as well as a 50% reduction in the 

amount of lung damage and five times fewer calves requiring antibiotic treatments. 
 

Bovilis IBR Marker Live 

IBR usually affects older cattle rather than young calves with typical cases showing symptoms of a severe head 

cold—runny eyes, snotty nose, high temperature and cough. Bovilis IBR Marker Live is a single dose vaccine 

that can be given intranasally in the face of an outbreak to give a more rapid onset of immunity (4 - 5 days) or      

intramuscularly (onset of immunity approximately 2 weeks) if being given as part of a control programme. 
 

For more information on which vaccination programme may be most appropriate for your herd, please 

contact the   surgery and speak to one of the farm vets. 

We are also able to assess your calf accommodation to give advice on ventilation, humidity and temperature control as 

well as stocking densities and other risk factors associated with calf pneumonia.  

Effect of pneumonia on future milk production 
The lifetime number of days in milk production reduces with 

each treatment for pneumonia. Cows which do not require any 

treatment average 879 days milk production, whilst those re-

ceiving 1 treatment average 854 days, 2 treatments         averag-

ing 822 days, 3 treatments averaging 812 days and in animals 

treated 4 or more times the rate drops to 770 days. 

BRD increases age at slaughter 
 

No BRD in pen > Slaughter at 291 days 

Not sick, in pen with sick animals > Slaughter at 324 days 

Moderately sick > Slaughter at 335 days 

Severely sick > Slaughter at 350 days 


